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Laws of Terumot and Ma'aserot - Rabbi Moshe Bloom

Teruma Gedola:
Devarim 18: 1-5

The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no 75 070 DDdY7 N XY
territorial portion within Israel. ... This then shall be the priests' Dy N0 770 17 0
due from the people ... You shall also give him the first fruits of vaYn NNl """QW’
your new grain and wine and oil ... For the L-rd your G-d has WK DY mm DR
. . . . DD DY YR 03T

chosen him and his descendants, out of all your tribes, to be in L0 TN TN 1 1D .17
attendance for service in the name of the L-rd for all time. T 0y MYY Thy? 3929
.0M' 72 1721 NN

Ma'aser Rishon and Terumat Ma'aser
Bamidbar 18: 21-26

And to the Levites | hereby give all the tithes in Israel as Yyn 72 'm0y M 7
their share in return for the services that they perform, WX DNTIY 970 N7007 7KW
the service of the Tent of Meeting. ... Therefore, | have - THIN QX NTAY T¥ 0'TY 0D

. : o XY 2 I3 DAY MK P W
said concerning them: They shall have no territorial share TR DR ] 000 700 K

among the Israelites. ... Speak to the Levites and say to 22 NN NP ' DX DINKI
them: When you receive from the Israelis their tithes, DY 'AN) WX WYYRD DX XY
which | assigned to you as your share, you shall set aside 120 DNNIDI DRN7NIA DAKN
from them one-tenth of the tithe as a gift to the L-rd. AYynd 0 YYn TN

Ma'aser Sheni
Devarim 14: 22-23

You shall set aside every year a tenth part of all the yield VT DRI 72 DX YYD WY
of your sowing that is brought from the field. You shall 97 DN MY MY NTYD RY'D
consume the tithes of your new grain and wine and oil ... P70 WX DIH2 317N T

YN 12T WWyn DY iny
so that you may learn to revere the L-rd your G-d TN AKYY TR WNY .0V

Vayikra 27:30
All the tithes from the land, whether seed from the ground or YIXD VTN YIXD Wy 71
fruit from the tree, are the L-rd's; they are holy to the L-rd. ST UTR KIDT2 YV 9N
Ma'aser Ani
Devarim 26:12
When you have set aside in full the tenth part of your Yyn 72 NX WY? nPn D
yield—in the third year, the year of the tithe—and have MY YYD MY ANKIAN

given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the DIN'? 737 '(72 AnMY| WyBn

widow, that they may eat their fill in your settlements.

Rosh Hashana 12b
"When you have made an end of tithing all the tithes of WYn 75 NRWY7 AN "
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your produce in the third year, which is the year of the NIV N'YU*YN NIWA JNRIAN
tithe" [Devarim 26:12]. [This refers to] a year when YN K7R M 'RY MY - "Mwpnn
there is only one of the two tithes. How so? [One sets (177) pwra Awvn P K TN
aside] first tithe and poor man's tithe, and second tithe DNz 27" :'en) '],y uvnl
wyni L (1Y Ywyn KNt - 'NInReI
is nullified [that year]. Or it is not so, but even the first e Ny
tithe is nullified [during the third year and only the poor
tithe is given]? ... The verse juxtaposes [the first tithe]
to an inheritance [of the land]: just as with regard to
inheritance there is no interruption, so too, with regard

N1 [IYXI IWYN X X7 1I'X IR

nn N7 amon wen ... 702
[IUXI 2WYN X 7090 N7 'R N7N)
NQW AT 72 "7 KAl LL.2090 17 'R

to the first tithe there is no interruption ... "And the 17 n
Levite shall come;" whenever [the Levite] comes, give
him.

Rambam, Hilchot Terumot 3:12

The mitzvah [to separate] terumat ma'aser is for a Levite to YUMO'Y TYYn Nninn Nixn
separate it from the tithe [given] him, as [Vayikra 18:26] states: ~ YAKIW Nwynn "7 2 IT“Nl
"When you take the tithe from the Children of Israel ..." An KW' 12 NNN NN DI

. , L . 78w Wi wynn DX
Israelite may separate terumat ma'aser and give it to a priest 3% NN ANIN WonY
and then give the tithes to a Levite after separating the terumat ANX 177 Ywynn o
[ma'aser] from it, i.e., a tenth of a tenth. N'AY INNNN NN WMoY

AYynn N wyn

Gift Amount Amount given in Recipient Sacred Years
given today Temple times (Kodesh)/
Mundane
(Chullin)
Teruma Something | 1/40, 1/50, 1/60 Kohen Sacred 1-6
gedola
Ma'aser ? 10% Levi Mundane 1-6
rishon
Terumat 1% 1% Kohen Sacred 1-6
ma'aser
Ma'aser | Transferred 9% Owner, Mundane 1,2,4,5
sheni to a coin eaten in (after
Jerusalem | redemption)
Ma'aser ? 9% Poor person | Mundane 3,6
ani
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How Much?

Yerushalmi Terumot 4:3

What is the amount to exempt one's untithed produce
according to the Torah? ... Said Rabbi Mana: Is there no set
amount? The verse states: "The first of your grain, wine,
and oil" —that is: even the slightest amount.

Mishna Terumot 4:3

The amount of teruma: A generous amount: one-fortieth... the
average amount: one-fiftieth. A stingy amount: one-sixtieth.

Rambam, Hilchot Terumot 3:1

There is no minimum requirement for teruma gedola
according to Scriptural Law, as [implied by Devarim]: "The
first of your grain," i.e. even the slightest amount. Even one
kernel fulfills the requirement for the entire heap. Optimally,
one should separate only according to the measures specified
by our Sages [1/40, 1/50 or 1/60]. In the present age, when
[the teruma] will be burnt because of impurity, a person may
separate even the smallest amount as an optimal measure.

Tevel
Rambam, Hilchot Ma'achalot Asurot 10:19

Any produce from which one is obligated to separate teruma
and tithes is called tevel before one separates the portions. [In
that state,] it is forbidden to partake of it ... When a person
partakes of an olive-sized portion of tevel before he separates
teruma gedola and terumat ma'aser, he is liable for death by
the hand of heaven.

Giving (netina) vs. Separation (hafrasha)
Rambam, Introduction to Hilchot Ma'aser

The laws of ma'aser contain one positive commandment: To
separate the first tithe (=ma‘aser rishon) [from the crops] in

each of the years [when crops] are sown and to give it to the
Levites.
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7271720 1019 DTX AND TV
[ND 7 XIn 27 X .20
AT WY 2ATOT 2RIV

NINY 7D 171981 NX wnm

NNX N9' 'V Aaninnh W'y
ni'ant ...0'vaNn
.0'Yyn nyanl 0'vnnn

N W'Y N7 'R D7 NnNN
M7 N'URY MK ,NImn
NNX NO'N 17'9X ,NINY 7D
X7 0n7'nNd71 .M0N oI
NNIY NIY'YI KX YNO!

Ix 1/50 1x 1/40) omdn
nTa 0w "o .(1/60
17 W' - AXNIVN 19N N9"YYT
.N7'NNdY XInw 75 wnony

won7 2N NINY IR D
DTIZ NNWYNI NNNN 11N
720 X7 N yMowY
72NN .10 71DX'7 VIOKNI
UnM9'W OTIR 7200 N N
NNNNIEN7TA NN 1N
T'A AN AN WWYn
.0y
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Ramban's Gloss on Sefer HaMitzvot (by the Rambam), Root 12

If so, it would be proper to count two mitzvot for teruma: its
separation from the verse "You shall set some aside as a gift
to the L-rd." (Bamidbar 15: 19) and giving it to a priest, from
the verse "You shall give him" (Devarim 18:4).

What do we do with teruma today?
Shulchan Aruch YD §331:19

Shulchan Aruch: Teruma gedola...

Rema (Rabbi Moshe Isserles) : Note: And give [teruma] today
to any priest that he wants, whether a colleague
[=knowledgeable of Torah] or an ignoramus, even if he is not
pedigreed—as long as he is known to be a priest. And it is
meant to be burned, and he can use it for fuel, as he can
benefit from it when it is burning.

Mishnah Terumot 11:9

Vetches of teruma may be fed to cattle, to wild beasts,
or fowls [belonging to a priest.]

Year of Ma'aser:

NIXN 'MY NINIY IR D DXI
1090 NNYI9N ,NNINNA
nnaL" 'n? annn mnn”
27 n" plosn 0o

SN (7}
...N7ITA NN

TN AT [NIINaN X"
272N 2 ,nx'w 0D D%
onIm 1'X 17'9X1 ,yIRN DY
NINI,[ND2 PTNINY N
nnanY? 2001 ,noIv
nnn'? 70w N0
.NN9Y NYYI NN

nNN27 DNIX |*7'ORN ,NNINN '1'W1D

10 2w] 0N '
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Type of Plant New Year Stage of Growth

Vegetable 1 Tishrei Harvest

Fruit 15 Shevat Chanata (blooming)

Grains and legumes 1 Tishrei Onat hama'aserot (tithing season)

Indoor plants: subject to terumot and ma'aserot?

Rambam, Hilchot Ma'aser 1:10

A tree that is planted inside a house is exempt from the
obligations of the tithes, as it states [Devarim 14:22]: "You
shall certainly tithe all the produce of your crops that grow
in the field" [and a house is not called a field]. It appears
to me that tithes must be separated from this produce
according to Rabbinic Law ...

Ra'avad: Says Avraham: This does not seem to be
indicated by the Gemara (rather it is fully exempt).

2109 NN N2 WY |7'X

YYD WY INKIY  NNYynn
"NTYUN RXI'N AT DIRIAN 7D DX
J[NImy T nTw npn X7 nal)

NNYYN1 2N RINY 7 nRYY

...0NM2MM

NXNa D XM X7 :DNDAX NN

...("1M2a7 7109 XX)
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Additional Laws
Rambam, Hilchot Terumot 2:11

Similarly, produce that is declared ownerless is exempt
from teruma and tithes. ... Nevertheless, if one planted
[crops] on a field that was declared ownerless, he is

obligated [to separate] teruma and tithes [form crops].

Rambam, Hilchot Terumot 1:11

[The following laws apply with regard to] produce belonging to a
gentile ... If all the work involving the produce was completed in the
possession of a gentile and the gentile straightened the edges of the
grain heap, they are exempt, as it states: "your grain" (Devarim 18:4),

[thus] excluding the grain of a gentile.

T01

1 1 i
ni NN N AIvS pwonn DI
NTY VITA 72X ... nNnwynn

JNYYN nninna atn apeon

DX ...0"DYN NN'o
T2 DNOXR7N NNA
n"pyn N1 n"dy
01751 |"MIvd

X721 " T Ny
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o Herbs: If the leaves are eaten, they are subject to terumot and ma‘aserot; if not—

subject to dispute (machloket).

o Redeeming ma'aser sheni: onto a peruta (approx. 6 agorot).
e Redeeming neta revay: onto a peruta.

Beit HaOtzar

Formula for Separating Terumot and Ma'aserot

SETTING ASIDE TERUMOT AND MA’ASEROT

< 1. Make sure you have a coin that is worth enough perutot for several chilulim
(redemptions). Members of Beit HaOtzar have a designated coin located at the Beit

HaOtzar headquarters.

& 2. Set aside a little more than one percent (1%) of each type of fruit or vegetable you
are taking teruma and ma‘aser from, and proceed as follows:

If the produce is definitely tevel
(no one separated terumot and
ma’aserot from it), make the
following blessing before reciting
the full text:

2R RN N AR Tn'\;x"
TOIXRI NYTR 1K DIV
ninn vroah 1)
y9:NiNLYM

If the produce is definitely subject to
ma'aser sheni and is undoubtedly
tevel, recite the following blessing

before redeeming the produce on a
coin:
71 2 EYR ‘A Ak 12”7
TIIENI VYT WK 0717
”:';@ WY NITHY? M)

The full text for setting aside teru
<7 3. What | am about to say appl
produce separately: L
» The 1% that is on the lower side of thi
set aside remains tevel for the tim
what | have set aside is teruma g
produce.

+ The 1% | mentioned and anoth
side of the produce is ma‘aser rishol
« The 1% that | previously set asi

= Another 9% on the lower pa
ma’aser sheni, and if the year requi
ma'aser ani. 9

<7 4. What | have designated as mu
quarter of its value, is now redeem
sanctity to a peruta-and-a-quartel
desi d coin. This P ap|
of produce in accordance to its level o

If | have fruit of neta revay (from a tree's fou

the fruit plus a quarter of its value is now redeeme
transferring its sanctity to a peruta-and-a-quarter’s
worth of my designated coin. This redemption applies
to each type of produce in accordance to its level of
obligation.

7 5. To dispose of the teruma:
Double bag the “1% plus” that you separated and place it
respectfully in the trash.

Ma'aser Mehudar at Beit HaOtzar S
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