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Zecher to the Mitzvah of Hakhel, Source Sheet / Rabbi Moshe Bloom:
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Rambam (Festival Offerings 3:6)
For Scripture established it solely to strengthen the true faith. He should see himself
as if he was just now commanded regarding the Torah and heard it from the
Almighty. For the king is an agent to make known the word of God.
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Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 612)

It is from the roots of the commandment [that it is] because the entire essence of the
people of Israel is the Torah; and through it are they separated from every nation and
language, to be meritorious for life of the forever - eternal pleasure that is not
surpassed by anything among the creatures. Therefore, since their entire essence is in
it, it is fitting that everyone should gather together at one point in time to hear its
words, and for the voice to go out amongst the whole nation - men, women, and
infants - to say, "What is the great gathering, that we have all been gathered
together?” And the answer would be, "To hear the words of the Torah, which is our
entire essence and glory and splendor.” And they will come from this to tell of the
great praise and the splendor of its value; and its yearning will enter all of their hearts.
And with this yearning for it, they will learn to know God and merit good, and 'God
will be happy with His creations' - like the matter that is written in explanation of this
commandment "and in order that they will learn and fear the Lord." ...

This commandment is practiced at the time when Israel is on their land. And one who
transgresses this, whether man or woman, and did not come on this appointed time to
hear the words of the Torah - and so [too,] the king, if he does not want to read - has
violated this positive commandment. And their punishment is very great, because this
commandment is a strong pillar and great honor for the religion.
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Mishnah Sukkah (3:12)
Originally, the lulav was taken in the Temple for seven days, and in the rest of the
country for one day. Once the Temple was destroyed, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai
instituted that the lulav should be taken even in the rest of the country for seven days,
in commemoration of the Temple. And that for the entire day of waving [the omer
offering,] it should be prohibited [to eat the grain of the new crop.]

AROIN I'NIDNANI Y7 NN N2YUKR D' K7 IART AN "R 2WT7Nn'? 107 17TV T |7 Kan ((.xn) ndIo
AYAT RYAT 700,07 'R wIT (7,7 10m) N7 'R AT R I )7 IR ANT D N DN

Sukkah 41a

From where do we derive that we institute ordinances in commemoration of the
Temple? Rabbi Yochanan said: as the verse states: “For I will restore health unto you
and I will heal you of your wounds, says the Lord; because they have called you an
outcast, she is Zion, there is none that seeks her” (Yirmiyahu 30:17). [It can be
learned] by inference that it requires seeking, [i.e., people should think of and
remember the Temple.]
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Kuntress Zecher LaMikdash (Warsaw 5649, 1888)
[This pamphlet] will expound on the mitzvah of hakhel, one of the Torah's mitzvot
commanded by Moshe Rabbeinu. This pamphlet, which I now send out throughout
the world to advocate for the commemoration of one of the 248 positive mitzvot we
were commanded in the holy Torah, | penned in great haste due to the time, since it is
already the 12 month (Av) of our year 5649, a leap year ...
It is not my intention, Heaven forbid, to receive money or honor. And it is for this
reason that I do not reveal my name, nor do I allow anyone else to reveal my name ...
And now, a great question should be asked: why should the beloved, holy mitzvah of
hakhel be lacking, that we do not leave it any name or remembrance with us forever,
regarding that which was done at the Holy Temple once in seven years? Why should
its potion be lesser than [the mitzvah] of lulav, etc. ...?
We return to our proper judgement of the matter, in light of which it is proper to
enact, in remembrance of the Tempe, the mitzvah of hakhel. It was primarily
performed during the First Temple at the very least ... And if so, why should we not
commemorate this beloved and precious mitzvah, which took place at our Temple, our
crown and glory?
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Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Charlop (Kovetz Hakhel, Mossad HaRav Kook 5706)
It is especially worthy to revive the mitzvah of hakhel at this time, after we have been
broken and have drained the cup of staggering when the vengeful sword has been
raised against us to wreak vengeance for the covenant, and tyrants and wild beasts
have risen upon us to take our lives and blot out our remembrance. And now, as
opposed to this, we must unsheathe our double-edged sword, that only with it can we
take vengeance on the Gentiles.
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Permission (Reshut) in honor of the President of the State of Israel (Haim Herzog,
5748, written by Prof. Hillel Weiss)
Avrise, arise and read this Torah scroll /
Since our Temple was destroyed no president has read it at all /
Be the first president of those reading in memory of hakhel /
So that Israel will hear and the whole world as well.
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Chazon Ish (5706, on the booklet "Kovetz Hakhel”, Iggerot Chazon Ish 210)

It is forbidden to do so.
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Rabbi Elazar Shach (Tishrei 5748)

When it was advertised in public newspapers and letters a call on the entire Jewish

People wherever they may be, that next to the Western Wall a great assembly will

take placed called hakhel, similar to the mitzvah of hakhel commanded by our holy

Torah that following the shemitah year on Sukkot, men women and children should

assemble and the king will read [from the Torah] so that they will hear, etc., which

was the entire goal of this mitzvah in Temple times.

But Heaven forbid that we make from a mitzvah in the Torah a show or ceremony that

is not an obligation for the observance of any mitzvah. Not for those who read from

the Torah and not for those who hear its reading. This performance is completely
forbidden and it is a disgrace of the Torah and its mitzvot and it is forbidden to
participate in it.

Any anyone who has a spark of fear of G-d in his heart will understand and know,

since they are true words that come out of a pained heart to honor G-d and His Torah

and the Jewish People and its land.
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